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Chapter 4: Civil Liberties and Citizenship (Technology Project)

DRUG TESTING AND THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY

As directed, read Vernonia School District v. Acton, and answer the following questions.
Once again, NOTE that while the Supreme Court voted six to three to support the Oregon
school district’s drug-testing policy, the  questions do not concern the Court’s legal rationale.

1. Provide a strong, complete, one-sentence explanation for why the drug test was
reasonable and another for why it was not.

Reasonable:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Unreasonable:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________



2. The discussion about the drug test in Oregon developed out of concern about drug use
among all of the students, not just the athletes. The test was imposed on athletes because of
their increased risk of injury. With that in mind, would not a more balanced approach to curb
the use of drugs involve testing all students for drugs at the beginning of the year and then
random tests periodically throughout the academic year? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

3. Would it be morally and legally more acceptable to use student “informants” to report on
the drug usage of specific students to the police rather than to have all student athletes
subjected to the drug test? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



4. Since this particular drug-testing policy has been held constitutional for public-school
athletes, who are minors, would it be reasonable or unreasonable to assume that a similar
drug-test requirement could be applied to public school teachers on the grounds that (a)
adults use illegal drugs, not just minors, and (b) the behavior/lifestyle of teachers has a
significant influence on their students?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


